[Task and task time should dictate the choice of gloves in health care services].
Worldwide consumption of medical gloves increased during the 1980's due to the recognized risk of cross infections in medical and dental care. In Stockholm County Council around 1 million pairs of surgical gloves and 18 millions pairs of examination gloves are purchased per year. In the following paper different glove materials and types are presented and also regulations on use and purchase. The protective capacity of gloves and contact hypersensitivity reactions are also discussed and advice is provided on glove usage.